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“And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan went out into the field at the time appointed with David, and a
little lad with him. And he said unto his lad, Run, find out now the arrows which I shoot. And as the lad ran, he shot
an arrow beyond him. And when the lad was come to the place of the arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan
cried after the lad, and said, Is not the arrow beyond thee? And Jonathan cried after the lad, Make speed, haste,
stay not. And Jonathan’s lad gathered up the arrows, and came to his master” (1 Samuel 20:35-38).
Consider for a moment David’s journey leading up to this difficult point in his life. It must have seemed an ordinary
day as he tended his father’s sheep out in the field. All of a sudden he was called inside to meet with the prophet
Samuel, who took a vial of oil and anointed David to be the next king of Israel. Before taking the throne, David
began to win some marvelous victories in secret, followed by an incredible victory in public against a giant called
Goliath. David’s heart must have burned within him as he walked in an anointing that produced such faith and
boldness in his life.
Shortly after, Saul took David in as his attendant, and David began to worship the Lord with songs that drove the
darkness out of Saul’s life. David continued to fight the battles of the Lord, all the while experiencing the
supernatural power of God, as seemingly no enemy could stand against him. Eventually, however, Saul’s heart
turned against David for no apparent reason other than envy—which brings us to our passage in 1 Samuel. Saul’s
son, Jonathan, says to David, “I am going to talk to my father. Hide out in the field, and I will come back and shoot
an arrow. If I say to the lad with me, ‘The arrow is beyond you,’ that means you must flee, for harm is determined
against you.”
Here is how I see this situation: God was trying to speak to David, but David was only partially listening. The Lord
was telling him, “I have a plan for your life that will fulfill all the desires I have placed in your heart. A transition is
coming from a system that failed under Saul’s leadership to something that will usher in a season of renewal in
Israel, and you are going to lead it. But until that day comes, I am going to take you through some dark places. You
must follow Me through these mountains and valleys—even though you will not be able to understand them fully.”
That is what I believe to be the deeper meaning behind “the arrow is beyond you.” It is a sign and a reminder from
God that His ways are higher than ours, and all He asks is that we follow Him!
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