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“Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance” (Acts 2:28).
Have you ever wondered what Jesus was like day to day—His heart, His attitude? Did He look crushed by all the
burdens He carried? Did He weep? Was there a solemn heaviness in His presence?
He did weep, and He did carry heavy burdens. In Gethsemane He sweat drops of blood, and at other times He
groaned and sighed over unbelief. But the Word of God makes it clear that Christ was full of joy and gladness.
“For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I
should not be [troubled]: therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad” (Acts 2:25-26). In speaking this
to the Council of the Jews, Peter quoted a prophecy from Psalm 16. It was a vision of Christ, Who would have a
rejoicing heart, a tongue speaking gladness and a countenance full of joy because of the presence of His Father.
We are to rejoice, be glad and full of joy for the same reasons Jesus was joyful. The first reason for His joy was that
He knew it was impossible for death to hold Him. And so it is for us! This knowledge destroys the wicked doctrine
that says Jesus was put into the devil’s hands and had to fight His way out of hell. Jesus knew on earth that death
could not hold Him—and so do we!
Second, the Lord is at our right hand in all our troubles. We can rest hopefully and expectantly, knowing He is
beside us at all times.
Third, “Thou will not leave my soul in [death]” (verse 27). We will rise to new life in a new body, in a new world.
And last, His very presence floods us with joy! How can we do anything but shout and be glad when we have been
delivered from hell, promised eternal life, given His assurance in all troubles here on earth, and have His presence
manifested before us?
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