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Today there is a great falling away from faith and trust in God. Paul warned about this: “Let no man deceive you by
any means: for that day [Christ’s return] shall not come, except there come a falling away first” (2 Thessalonians
2:3).
In the Old Testament, the Lord gives us an example of what happens to those who fall away from faith in God’s
power on their behalf. In 2 Chronicles 14, King Asa faced a million-man army of Ethiopians. But the king had great
faith: “Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said, Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or with
them that have no power: help us, O Lord our God; for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against this
multitude. O Lord, thou art our God” (2 Chronicles 14:11).
What happened then? “The Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa” (14:12). What great faith Asa had! For years
afterward, “There was no more war unto the five and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa” (15:19). For years, Asa
walked in faith before the Lord, and that brought God’s favor to Judah. A great peace fell over the land, and that
peace became a witness to the world. Soon hungry people from surrounding nations flooded Judah, because they
knew Asa walked with God.
Then, in the thirty-sixth year of his reign, Asa faced another crisis. Israel’s king rose up against Judah, capturing
Ramah in an effort to cut off all trade to and from Jerusalem. The plan was to starve Judah into submission. Asa
was left completely vulnerable, but this time he didn’t rely on the Lord in his crisis. Instead of praying for God’s
direction and counsel, he turned to the king of Syria. In exchange for Syria’s help, Asa opened up Israel’s
treasury, emptying it of all the nation’s gold and silver.
And so Judah was delivered from their enemy, but not by the Lord. That glory went to an alien army from Syria—and
Judah’s witness to the world of God’s power was gone. A righteous prophet in the land came to Asa with this
scathing word: “Thou hast relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy God . . . For the eyes of the
Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect
toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly: therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars” (16:7, 9).
I am convinced many Christians today are troubled for the same reason Asa was. They have war in their souls
because they have traded faith for self-reliance. But the fact is, there is no way a follower of Jesus can have faith in
any other source and not be troubled.
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