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Many believers today are asking, “Why hasn’t God turned America over to judgment? Why hasn’t He dealt with
us according to our sins? He gave Noah’s generation 120 years of warnings, but after that He said, ‘Enough,’ and
brought a flood. God has suffered America’s sins for a long time now, so why haven’t we seen His righteous
judgment on us?”
I love this country, and I for one don’t want to see God’s final judgment come upon America. Like many, I am
completely amazed at why God’s judgment has been delayed.
I do believe we are seeing the beginnings of judgment. I see the terrible calamities taking place in the world as
warnings. Yet, because America’s economy hasn’t collapsed, and our nation is still able to function as it has, we
seem to stumble along from crisis to crisis, being given chance after chance.
I’m convinced there is only one answer to this perplexity: it’s all because of the tenderness and longsuffering of
our Savior. We find the proof in Isaiah’s prophecy: “A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall
he not quench” (Isaiah 42:3). America has become a nation of bruised reeds!
A reed is a tall stalk or plant with a hollow stem, usually found in marshy areas or near a supply of water. It’s a
tender plant, so it bends easily when high winds or swift waters strike. Yet the reed can bend only so far before it
finally breaks and is carried away with the flood.
Like a reed in calm weather, America once stood proud and tall, full of purpose and promise. Our entire society
honored God, and the Bible was held up as the standard for our laws and judicial system. Even during my lifetime,
school textbooks consisted of lessons and stories from the Bible. Jesus was acknowledged as the Son of God, the
One who gives our country favor and untold blessings.
Yet, in our prosperity, we became like ancient Israel: proud and unthankful. And we’ve fallen a long way in a short
time. God has been pushed out of our court systems, out of our schools, His name mocked and ridiculed.
Our society has totally lost its moral compass and as a result, the America that once stood tall is now crippled, like
a bruised reed.
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