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How did God get the children of Israel out of Egypt? He had to put them in a furnace of suffering to bring them to
the point that they cried, “Enough of this! I don’t want to be here anymore.” Then, when the time came for God to
say, “Go,” they were ready to uproot and move into His Promised Land.
God help us to get disengaged from the materialistic spirit of this age, and to transfer our every affection to the New
Jerusalem.
Isaiah prophesied that the world God was creating is a place of praise, where the inhabitants rejoice. “Be ye glad
and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy” (Isaiah
65:18). The Hebrew word for create in this verse means “to bring into being.” Do you see what Isaiah is saying?
God is creating not only a new world, but also a special people. He’s bringing into existence a bride who hasn’t
just been weaned from this world, but has learned to praise her way through trials.
The fact is, our present sufferings comprise a school of worship. And all the ways we’re learning to praise Jesus,
especially in our trials, are training for that glorious day. What does this mean for Christians who live with constant
fret and worry? How can those who live as if God were dead suddenly know how to praise their way through a trial?
How we react in our present trial is very important. When Israel was in their hour of great suffering, they gave up
hope. They decided they couldn’t take any more, so they simply sat down in the dust. Here were God’s people,
with rock-solid promises, yet they sat there with a chain around their necks.
Likewise today, some Christians give up at this point. They don’t abandon their faith, but they stop pursuing Jesus
with their whole hearts, thinking, “I can’t live under this kind of intensity. It seems the closer I get to Christ, the
more I suffer.” They wonder how Paul could say, “I . . . rejoice in my sufferings” (Colossians 1:23–24).
Here is exactly how Paul could make such a claim: he had been taken up into heaven, and he saw the glory that
awaits us. Because of what he saw, Paul was able to embrace his trials and afflictions in this life, learning to praise
God through every ordeal. He was determined to learn gladness of heart no matter what his situation, and he
began practicing praise in preparation for the world to come.
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