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In Daniel 3 we are given a powerful example of the power of praise during a time of affliction in the story of the
three Hebrew children, whom King Nebuchadnezzar threw into the fiery furnace. These men weren’t being tested
to see if they had faith; the fact is, their faith was what put them there. Clearly the Lord was after something else.
Think about it: The heathen Babylonians weren’t influenced by these men’s prayers or preaching. They weren’t
impressed by their wisdom and knowledge or by their holy living. No, the impact on Babylon came when the people
looked into the furnace and saw these three men rejoicing, praising God in their most trying hour (see Daniel
3:24-30).
Jesus appeared in that furnace, and I believe His first words to the Hebrew children were, “Brethren, rise up now,
for your bonds are loosed. Let this heathen government and godless people see you rejoicing and praising your
God in your hour of affliction.”
The men did just that, and Scripture says Nebuchadnezzar was “astonished” at the sight. He rose up in haste,
crying, “What’s going on here? We cast three men into this furnace, but now there are four and all their bonds are
gone! Look, they’re singing and praising that fourth Man” (see Daniel 3:24-25).
That is the impact our praises bring during our trials. So, how have you been reacting in your hour of affliction? Are
you drinking from the cup of trembling, feeling weak, with no power to resist the enemy? It’s time to shake off the
heavy bands and lift up holy hands in praise to your Redeemer. You are free, no matter what your trial. Rejoice and
be glad, knowing that the fourth Man is in the furnace with you. Christ will reveal Himself in your trial, and the fire is
going to burn off all the cords that bind you.
Most likely you are not being tested but trained!
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