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“May the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is
well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever” (Hebrews 13:20-21). 

What a joy to be around people who have about them the aroma of having been with Jesus and are living this kind
of Christ-life. Like Paul, these saints have a longing to be in the presence of Christ. They possess a hunger to
obtain more and more intimacy with him and they exude his love and holiness.

Such people thoroughly enjoy life but they also avoid all foolish conversation. They live wholly separated from the
things of this world and God’s favor is evident in their lives and their families. Some may be poor in material things
but their lives are fully blessed by the Lord.

Don’t get me wrong; these believers go through seasons of severe trials and testing but, like Paul, although they
may be cast down, they are not destroyed. And they never quit! They are determined to finish their walk of faith and
ministry in a way that is pleasing to God.

But Satan is determined to put things in your life that hinder your entering into the abundance of Christ’s blessing.
Paul recognized this and said to the Galatians, “You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? This
persuasion does not come from Him who calls you. A little leaven leavens the whole lump” (Galatians 5:7-9). In
other words, “What is in your life that keeps you from going on in the full blessing of Christ?”

This is a good warning for us today. Many Christians who once were mightily used of God have allowed something
to creep into their lives and they have made peace with that compromise. Be careful that you do not allow a single
sin to serve as a little leaven that spoils the entire batch.
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