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King David wanted to build the temple in Jerusalem and create a magnificent building for God, but the Lord told him
that he would not be the one to do it. Instead, the Lord chose his son Solomon. All the officials of Israel gathered in
Jerusalem and David announced God’s plan. “[God] said to me: ‘Solomon your son is the one who will build my
house and my courts’” (1 Chronicles 28:6).
God’s choice was clear. Seems simple, right? David had already received the building plans from God himself and
collected most of the needed materials. All Solomon had to do was start. But right there is so often the place of
failure. David understood the challenge facing his son. Throughout the chapter we find him encouraging Solomon:
“Be strong and do the work” (v. 10). And “Be strong and courageous, and do the work. Do not be afraid or
discouraged, for the Lord God, my God, is with you. He will not fail you or forsake you until all the work for the
service of the temple of the Lord is finished” (v. 20).
Despite the fact that Solomon was God’s choice and that he had complete instructions and all of the needed
materials, he still had to get past the fear that paralyzes us to inaction. The Message, a contemporary Bible
translation, renders verse 10, “And do it!” No one is saying that there will not be opposition or problems, but it is
through the Spirit’s impartation of faith and boldness that we can be brave and move ahead with the work God has
called us to do.
God has called all of us to something. Jesus said about the moment he will return: “Be on guard! Be alert! You do
not know when that time will come” (Mark 13:33). But because of fear, we haven’t always gone out and done it.
The Holy Spirit is greater in power than our shyness or timidity and he is greater than our fear or rejection of failure.
His power makes the weakest as bold as a lion (see Proverbs 28:1).
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