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“For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21). Oh, that each of us could have the fervor for
living for Christ that filled Paul. Singlehandedly — at the direction of the Holy Spirit — he spread Christianity across
the Roman Empire. He did not care if he lived or died, he just wanted to advance the kingdom of God.
Christians today have developed a false faith — a faith without commitment. We are busy running around to Bible
conferences and retreats, searching out the most eloquent expositors of the Bible, and racing to weekly Bible
studies to fill our heads with more outlines and formulas. Meanwhile, millions of hurting people all over the world
are dying without hope. We are called to reach out to them.
What is commitment all about? It simply means to devote ourselves unconditionally to the Lord and his work. We
stick with the job before us, despite circumstances. It means teaching a Sunday school class every Sunday — no
matter what — and allowing the kids in that class to become the most important youngsters in the world to us. It
means interceding for them and taking time during the week to find out what is bothering them.
Commitment does not take into account convenience, or the changing whims of emotion. True commitment
remains an enduring thing, that which can be counted on. Sadly, most Christians do not even know how to be fully
committed to the Lord. They are too caught up in their own lifestyle. And too many want to be entertained in church
— not committed.
We run the risk of becoming like the church at Laodicea mentioned in the book of Revelation — lukewarm, donothing Christians. “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. So,
then, because you are lukewarm … I will vomit you out of My mouth” (Revelation 3:15-16). Ask the Lord to renew
the spirit of commitment within you so that you will be that dedicated servant he wants you to be.
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