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“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ
Jesus: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). Paul was God’s
chosen one, called from the life he was living and made into someone different. In addressing the saints here, he
goes into a prolonged blessing, speaking everything that is in his heart regarding the greatness and goodness of
Jesus (see verses 3-14).
Even though Paul was a learned man, he was not trying to impress anyone with his knowledge, as theologians
sometimes do. He was voicing the cry of his heart, his deep passion for God and what he had done for him. And he
was glorifying the Father!
In Acts 9, the account of the miracle that God did in Paul’s life gives us a glimpse of why he exalted Christ with
such passion and purity and fervor. This was not mere theology to him, not dry doctrine to be debated, but this was
reality — something that Jesus accomplished in him personally. Just as Paul was convinced that he was doing
God’s work when he was sold out to his old form of belief — breathing threats from his venomous heart against the
disciples of Christ — he was now completely changed, committed, and captivated by the love of Jesus, his
Redeemer.
Paul had been filled with pride when Jesus stepped in and changed the very fabric of who he was. The light of
heaven blinded him while he was still breathing threats against the followers of Christ, and he was knocked to the
ground — blind. He came out of that divine encounter filled with an electrifying testimony of the irresistible love and
grace of Jesus Christ.
Paul says, “Grace to you and peace from God.” Has your life been turned upside down and set on a new course?
Have you experienced God’s grace and peace in your life? How wonderful to know that it is a free gift from your
Father, and yours for the taking through Jesus Christ.
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