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“My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth” (1 John 3:18).
Ask any Christian, “Do you love Jesus?” and he will answer, “Absolutely — yes!” But words alone will not stand in
the holy light of God’s Word. Jesus said two distinct things will reveal your love for him and if these are not shown
in your life, your love for Jesus is in word alone instead of “in deed and in truth.” Those two evidences are: (1)
obedience to Jesus’ every command and (2) a manifestation of his presence in your life.
“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me … and I will love him and manifest Myself
to him” (John 14:21). “Manifest” means to “shine or break forth.” In other words, to become an instrument or
channel that radiates Christ’s presence.
So often we hear, “Oh, Lord, send your presence among us. Fall upon us and move by your Holy Spirit.” But
God’s presence does not suddenly fall and surprise or overwhelm the congregation. He does not “come down”
like an invisible smoke that God sprays into the atmosphere, somewhat like the Old Testament cloud of glory that
so filled the temple that the priests could not stand to minister (see 2 Chronicles 5:14).
Our bodies are the temple of God, and if his glory comes, it must appear in our hearts and fill our bodies. Christ
does not inhabit buildings or a certain atmosphere; in fact, the very heavens cannot contain him! Rather, he
manifests through our obedient, sanctified bodies — his temples: “For you are the temple of the living God. As God
has said: ‘I will dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they shall be My people’” (2
Corinthians 6:16).
If you have forsaken all sin and desire to know him, you carry Christ’s glory and presence with you. His life flows
through you at all times!
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