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You may be going through the worst storm of your life — a financial struggle, business troubles, slander, family
problems or a personal tragedy. Restlessness keeps you awake at night, a cloud hanging over you. When you
awaken, the dull ache is still with you and you cry, “God, how long will you allow me to go through this? When will it
end?”
Let’s look for a moment at Israel’s experience at Rephidim: “Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set
out on their journey from the Wilderness of Sin, according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped in
Rephidim; but there was no water for the people to drink … And the people thirsted there for water” (Exodus
17:1-3). The Scripture shows that God led Israel to the driest place in the whole wilderness — no stream, no well,
not a trickle of water — where he allowed them to grow thirsty. The people complained to Moses but God had a
plan! He was not going to allow them to die; he had a reservoir of water that he had prepared long before.
Why had God done this? He was waiting for a response of faith from Israel. He was saying, “I have taken you
through all these things but you have refused to learn. Will you trust me now?”
Many Christians are being tested and tried right now because of unemployment. Their savings are dwindling and
the situation looks hopeless. Others are enduring various forms of suffering. It is never easy. These faithful, anxietyridden people come to church and raise their hands in praises to the Lord. They smile and hug their brothers and
sisters in Christ, yet they go through awful pain and insecurity.
Beloved, one reason your trial is prolonged is because God wants you to approach him with childlike trust and
confidence. When a spiritual dryness sets in, God wants you to look to him: “Blessed is the man who trusts in the
Lord, and whose hope is the Lord” (Jeremiah 17:7). If you put your total trust in his Word and his faithfulness, God
has promised to bless you — and he cannot lie!
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