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When Jesus was a young boy, a few people saw him in the temple; others met him in the carpentry shop where he
toiled. But who could believe Jesus was God in flesh as he repaired their broken chairs? He was merely Joseph’s
son, a fine young man who knew a lot about God.
When Jesus began his ministry, he directed his words to a small population in a very small country — that is, to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel. And because he could be in only one place at a time, access to him was
restricted. If you wanted to get to Jesus, you had to go to Judah, and if you lived outside of Israel, you had to travel
for days or weeks by boat or camel or on foot. Then, you had to trace his presence to a village, find a crowd there
and ask them to locate him. You might have to walk all day and night to get to where he was teaching the masses.
Once you found Jesus, you had to be physically close to him to hear his voice, receive his touch, or be blessed by
his holy presence. To get to the Lord, you had to be in the right place at the right time. Consider the blind man who
heard Jesus passing by and cried out, “Jesus, heal me, that I may receive my sight!” Or, consider the woman with
the issue of blood. She had to push through a crowd to touch the hem of Jesus’ garment, while all around others
were also struggling to touch him.
But all that changed in one sudden, glorious moment. “Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His
spirit. Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom” (Matthew 27:50-51). This tearing of
the physical veil represents what took place in the spirit world — when we were granted unrestricted and instant
access to the Father on a blood-stained cross. This is a wonderful gift that has been granted to us, so be careful
that you do not take it for granted or treat it casually. Our Savior urges us to draw near to him and we should do so
with utmost reverence and devotion.
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