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Although we can be free from condemnation, we will never be totally free from mental battles. As Paul points out,
this is just the nature of the spiritual world we move in. “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in
the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12).
As we immerse ourselves in God’s Word, eventually his promises become stronger in our minds than any
message the enemy sends. His authoritative Word breaks the chains of fear, doubt, and unbelief that hinder us.
“For ‘who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?’ But we have the mind of Christ” (1
Corinthians 2:16).
Here is yet another aspect of God’s presence in us: having the mind of Christ. No matter what mental battles we
face, our stance is always one of victory, because we live and move in God’s presence. Even on our worst days
we are held together, propped up, and put at peace by the life and mind of Christ within us. Yet breaking chains is
only the beginning of Jesus’ work in us. The more time we spend with him, the more he prepares us to do his
works: “For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil” (1 John
3:8).
To do the works of Jesus, we have to live the life of Jesus. That may sound like heresy to you, but as John
instructs, “He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked” (1 John 2:6). If we don’t
carry Christ’s presence in our daily lives, we simply don’t have the right to do his works. Why? Because those
works are born in his presence. Jesus said even of himself, “The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees
the Father do” (John 5:19).
Intimacy with him is the beginning of our empowerment to do his works on earth. We simply cannot move forward
in those works without it. I urge you to meet your Savior in prayer. Remind yourself of his amazing promises
through his Word and know that he is faithful to guide you by his Spirit’s presence. Make that your first step in
doing the works of Jesus: to know him intimately. It’s a work you can start today!
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