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“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and
made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:4-6).
As Christians, we believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is resurrection love when God’s Spirit goes into the
streets and reaches the destitute sinner, changing him. Today many people are living on the streets — some are
homeless, some addicts, some prostitutes — and Jesus wants to touch them with new life — his resurrection life.
Throughout the world in congregations large and small that preach the gospel, new life in Christ is changing
sinners. Spiritually dead people are changed, because in Christ all things become new: “Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new” (2 Corinthians
5:17).
Events arranged by the Holy Spirit are often referred to as “divine appointments.” What caused you to first go
inside a church? What did you expect when you first attended a church service? Did you go with an open heart?
Were you hoping something would penetrate your soul and speak peace to you? Were you hoping to be touched
deep down and given comfort?
Wherever you were when you heard the message of salvation was not just happenstance. The merciful Spirit of
Christ led you there. In fact, he had you on his radar for some time. As God tells us, “You did not choose Me, but I
chose you” (John 15:16).
Our Lord is sovereign. He does not trifle with the lives of men. He can move heaven and earth to accomplish his
purposes, and he put you right where you are, both to save you and to set in motion his plan for your life.
How wonderful to know he loves us so much that he would choose us to live with him for eternity if we respond to
his call.
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