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In the days when the Philistines gathered to fight against Israel with 30,000 chariots, 6,000 horsemen and people
as numerous as the sand of the seashore, King Saul and the men of Israel perceived that they were in danger and
began to hide in caves and holes. The Scripture says that others followed Saul in Gilgal, trembling. Yet there was
one who was not found among the fearful. Jonathan, son of Saul, turned to his armor bearer and said, “Come, let
us go over to the garrison of these uncircumcised; it may be that the Lord will work for us. For nothing restrains the
Lord from saving by many or by few” (1 Samuel 14:6).
Jonathan was not afraid to face his enemies, despite being accompanied by only his armor bearer. He understood
that it was the Lord’s battle, and so he confidently asserted, “The Lord has delivered [the enemy] into the hand of
Israel” (14:12).
Jonathan and his armor bearer took only half an acre. It might have seemed like a small and insignificant victory,
but when they claimed that half acre, it sent a shudder right through the ranks of hell. The Bible says that an
earthquake and a great trembling went through the whole host. The Philistines trembled because finally somebody
chose to believe God. They definitely did not regard this victory as insignificant!
Likewise, we can stand our ground in any situation. “God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love
and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7).
Freedom from fear comes when you remember the reason for the opposition — when you remember that God has
allowed it in your life in order to sustain and nurture you. When you choose to face your enemies, it is actually a key
to unlocking the provision of God for your life and the lives of those around you. You see, the battle is not yours, it
is the Lord’s.
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