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What does the cloud of witnesses from Hebrews 12:1 have to say to you and me? Simply this: “For the eyes of the
Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their prayers” (1 Peter 3:12).
I don’t believe this great crowd of heavenly witnesses would speak to us about holding to complicated theologies
or doctrines. I believe they would speak to us in the simplicity of truth:

The author of Hebrews witnesses to us that we are to look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.
We are to keep preaching the victory of the cross, endure the accusations of sinners against us, and lay
aside our besetting sin, running with patience the race set before us (see Hebrews 12:1-2).
King David witnesses to us that we can trust in the Lord’s forgiveness, and he won’t remove his Holy Spirit
from us. David committed murder and was an adulterer and a liar. But he repented and the Father would
not let him go because he had set his heart on David.
Peter witnesses to us that he sinned against the greatest light a man could ever have. This man could have
lived in guilt and condemnation, but God set his heart on him.
Paul would tell us not to fear our afflictions. When Christ called Paul to preach the gospel, he showed him
how many great afflictions awaited him.
When God sets his heart on you, you will be tried often. But the fact is, the longer and harder your affliction, the
more deeply God has set his heart on you, to show you his love and care. That is the witness of Paul’s life and of
Jesus’ life. The enemy may come against you, but our Lord has raised up a standard against him. We find
absolute rest in Jesus.
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