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“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of
need” (Hebrews 4:16).
When God tells us to come to his throne boldly, with confidence, it is not a suggestion. It’s his preference, and it is
to be heeded. So, where do we obtain this boldness, this access-with-confidence, for prayer?
“The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” (James 5:16). The word “effective” here comes
from a Greek root word that means “a fixed position.” It suggests an unmovable, unshakeable mindset. Likewise,
“fervent” speaks of a boldness built on solid evidence, absolute proof that supports your petition. Together these
two words mean coming into God’s court fully convinced that you have a well-prepared case. It is beyond
emotions, loudness, pumped-up enthusiasm.
Such prayer can only come from a servant who searches God’s Word and is fully persuaded that the Lord is
bound to honor it. Indeed, it is important that none of us goes into God’s presence without bringing his Word with
us. The Lord wants us to bring his promises, remind him of them, bind him to them and stand on them.
Moreover, we have been given help to approach God’s throne of grace. The Bible says we are petitioners at his
throne, and that Christ is there as our intercessor or advocate. We also have the Holy Ghost standing beside us in
the Father’s court. The Spirit is our “paraclete,” one who serves as our advisor. He stands by to remind us of the
eternal decrees and divine constitution that make up God’s Word.
And so we have these incredible promises—of an advocate and an advisor, standing beside us—to give us boldness
and assurance in coming to God’s throne.
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