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It was the Passover season and Jesus was teaching in the temple. A large crowd gathered to hear Him due to His
reputation for speaking profound words of love and performing powerful works of God. Yet no sooner had this
crowd of commoners gathered than the religious leaders showed up.
“As he was speaking, the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in
the act of adultery” (John 8:3, NLT). These leaders saw Jesus as a threat to their authority. He represented a new
phenomenon whose teachings exposed their rigid, self-justifying practices. Now “they were trying to trap him into
saying something they could use against him” (8:6). They asked Him whether the woman should be stoned
according to the Law.
The scene unfolds dramatically: “Jesus stooped down and wrote in the dust with his finger. They kept demanding
an answer, so he stood up again and said, ‘All right, but let the one who has never sinned throw the first stone!’
Then he stooped down again and wrote in the dust. When the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by one,
beginning with the oldest, until only Jesus was left in the middle of the crowd with the woman. Then Jesus stood up
again and said to the woman, ‘Where are your accusers? Didn’t even one of them condemn you?’ ‘No, Lord,’
she said. And Jesus said, ‘Neither do I. Go and sin no more’” (8:6-11).
What a powerful moment. Not only had Jesus defused a highly charged situation but He had literally saved a
person’s life. Everyone on the scene was transformed by what happened—not just the accused, but also the
accusers and even the audience.
Jesus used the moment to deliver one of His most famous teachings: “I am the light of the world. If you follow me,
you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life” (8:12). God’s light in that
moment transformed everything.
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