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You may have heard the phrase “sermon tasters.” This term is almost 200 years old, originating in London during
the mid-1800s. At that time, the great preacher C.H. Spurgeon delivered sermons to five thousand people every
Sunday at the Metropolitan Tabernacle in London. Across the city, Joseph Parker also preached anointed
messages and other fiery pastors preached throughout London, delivering deep, revelatory, prophetic words.
It became a popular sport among wealthy Londoners to hop into their carriages and race across the city from one
church to another, sampling the preaching of these ministers. Each Monday in Parliament, exclusive meetings were
held to discuss which preacher delivered the best sermon and who brought forth the deepest revelation.
These gadabouts were dubbed “sermon tasters.” They always wanted to lay claim to some new spiritual truth or
revelation, but very few practiced what they heard.
At the water gate in Jerusalem, however, there was no eloquent preaching, no sensational sermon. Ezra, the
priest, preached straight from the Scriptures, reading for hours on end. And as the people stood and listened to
God’s Word, they grew excited.
At times Ezra was so overcome by what he read, he stopped and “blessed the Lord, the great God” (Nehemiah
8:6). The glory of the Lord came down powerfully, and all the people raised their hands in praise to God: “The
people answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands” (8:6). As the Word was read, “they bowed their heads,
and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground” (8:6). The people humbled themselves before God, in
brokenness and repentance. Then, after a while, they stood up to experience more.
Please note that this meeting did not include any exciting stories to stir up people’s emotions. There was no
manipulation from the pulpit, no dramatic testimony. There wasn’t even any music as yet. These people simply
had an ear to hear everything God said to them.
I believe the Lord desires to move among His people in the same way today. I see His Spirit stirring up churches
wherever there is a hunger for His Word.
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